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DIY mosquito traps — Likely
More Harm than Help

COur techinicians are out in thie community daily searching for mosguitoes and
comeunicating with our resident's. Lately, tHey Have been seeing an increasa in
horie-rmade mosquito traps and deterrent devices. As frustration from dealing
with mosguito bites and the accessto internet “life Hack s” increases, makingone’s

owert o sguit o-killing machine istempting.

Somee DOIY traps consist of S-gallon bucketsfilled with stagnant water (sometimes
with a BTi pesticide added, othiers with screens placed over tHe tops in an attempt
to stop adults firom flying out |, plastic soda baottles (a variation of housefly traps),
arrd box fans modified with soreen mesh — supposedly to create a wind -pow ared

“spiderw ab”!

Many of thiese areloosely based on sound science but miss the mark in
execution. Ancothier major pithall withi these, aspecially the bucket traps, is
maintenance. if not maintained and monitored, these buckets Have the potential

to attract and produce enarmious amounts of mosguitoes,

Traps placed by thie District are monitored and meaintained by trained and certified
parsonnel on a strict schadule fo ensuratheir effectiveness and are tested and
certified by EPA and California Department of Pesticide Regulation.

While OI'Y can be a rewarding project for Hom e improvements, it's best to leave

thie mosguito trapping to the professionals!
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A DIY bucket trap - the "donut” in the middle is a BTi mosquito dunk

Temperatures lower, but
mosquitoes are still active!

While we seer to be past the worst of tha haat, aur [ah staff are still
collecting a fair amount of mosguitoes in surveillance traps across our cities.
Recant rain, high nighittim e tem peratures, and increased humidity have
spiked mosguito activity in the last few wesks aswell. Until nighttire

term peratures settfe into thie low 50 degrees Fahrenheit, we can expect to
till be battling these little blood suckers!

Thiough we are on the way towards a decrease in mosguito activity, wea urge
our residents to keep up with wearing a COC recommended repellent,
keeping their area firee af standing water, and calling us fior hielp. Our
Technicians and Laborat ory staff are dedicated to finding the bast methods

for managng mosquitoes no miatter how long thiey decideto stick around!

Laboratory Staff setting traps

Vector Control as a Resource
for You:

Cur Outreach department is hera for you as a
source of infarration firom the bioflogy of
mosguitoes to thie best ways you can protect
vourself from bites! We can provide you and
vour neighiborhoods with printed materials,
tips and advice on our wehsite and social
media chiannels, and presentations bothi an

site and wia web conferencing, Call us i you ""'“f'“_'#;i:m
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Click the links above for more tips daily!
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